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THE GREAT PACIFIC GARBAGE PATCH

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

The Garbage Patch is located within the North Pacific Gyre, one of 
the five major oceanic gyres.
The Great Pacific Garbage Patch, also described as the Pacific Trash 
Vortex, is a gyre of marine litter in the central North Pacific Ocean 
located roughly between 135° to 155°W and 35° to 42°N.[1] Al-
though many scientists suggest that the patch extends over a very 
wide area, with estimates ranging from an area the size of the state of 
Texas to one larger than the continental United States, the exact size is 
unknown.[2] Recent data collected from Pacific albatross populations 
suggest there may be two distinct zones of concentrated debris in the 
Pacific.[3]











Dear M

I’m one in a group of three people studying art and architecture in Co-
penhagen, Denmark. 

The group is called Teknodrom, and mainly we work with subjects in the 
field between art and architecture. Especially concerned around utopia-
nism and sustainability.

We have been working with the Great Pacific Garbage Patch for some 
months now, elaborating on the utopian idea of turning the patch into a 
new continent. We are very much interested in keeping the method - we 
want to describe - within a sustainable perspective. So we have begun 
to work with the idea: What if the presence of algae and plankton could 
be enriched enough within the plastic so that it would actually make the 
patch a “solid” ground. 

When I read about your expedition I got very exited to hear, if you found 
any presence of algae or plankton in patch at all? If you did, then what 
kind, and how did it grow there?

The project we’re working on is of course only to be kept as a utopian 
proposal, a “what if”. So far we’ve done two experiments, one where we 
tried to “plant” a brown algae on a coke bottle. We - quite frankly - don’t 
know very much about these things, so far then it has been amateur’s 
work - the “do it yourself” approach.

Hope you find the project exiting, I would very much like to correspond 
with you and hear more about the expedition. If you have any ideas or 
thoughts about our idea feel free to write them.

all best and good luck
Kristian Byskov,
Teknodrom



Hello Kristian.

I checked with our experts and it appears that in their estimation there is
not a way possible for algae/plastic to make solid ground in this manner.
Unfortunately the make-up of the plastic and the algae would prevent 
this.
We wish you the best of luck with your project.

Best regards,
M

Hi M
 
Thanks a lot for the quick answer.
 
What does it mean, that the make-up would prevent it?
 
best,
Kristian

Hello Kristian.

I’m sorry I wasn’t very clear. I meant to say that the way the algae are
composed, their structure, would prevent the formation of an island.

Thank you,

M



The Patch is characterized by exceptionally high concentrations of pelagic 
plastics, chemical sludge, and other debris that have been trapped by the 
currents of the North Pacific Gyre.[4] Despite its size and density, the patch 
is not visible from satellite photography since it primarily consists of sus-
pended particulates in the upper water column. Since plastics break down to 
ever smaller polymers, concentrations of submerged particles are not vis-
ible from space, nor do they appear as a continuous debris field. Instead, the 
patch is defined as an area in which the mass of plastic debris in the upper 
water column is significantly higher than average.
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